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KUMPHIY MATSHALL HOUSE
* - v HABS PA,l15-MARSH,1-

Strest fddress i Siate Rowbe #1592 just west of Cowniy Read
or _Losation: #150722, Marzhaliton Villages, West Dradford
Township, Chester Cowmty, Pensylvonia
’ {Reference: lap of Chester County /by County
Commisaionerg/ 1955)
Progent Timer: Canpbell Weir, West Chesier R, B, #, Pa.

gment This early house dates from 1773, relalns much of
21 the originel design, and was the home of a promi-
nent citizen, Humphry Mershell, and his heirs.

PAZD T, HISTORICAL INFORWTIOH

4. Physleal History:

1. Original and subsequent owmers: Humphry Marshall, who
built the house, died 1801, The housze was lefi to
his nephew, ibses iarshall ), wio dled 1313, lesving the
place to two sons, Humphry eventually acquiring sll. He
died 1830, snd the bouse wss s0l1d o Wllian §. DTabree
in 13881, who sold it to Robert W. {illey in 12884. His
son, Walter, followsed. The house wag sold in 1932 1o
J. E. Newlin, who sold it in 1936 to Frances W, Hathaway,
who sold to present owner in 1946.

2. Date of erection: 1773 - dats stcne on soubh gall of
house over dcor

3. Avchiiect, builder, suppliers, ehc.: Uniknown

'
"y

4. Sriginal plansz, constmieiion, ghe.: T Invegiory taken
at the time of iarshiall's death In 1801 very carefull;
lists a1l kougehold icems and the divigion into yooms ig
either carefdly noted or izplied, Thes roons today seen
to have remained She mame, b with diffsrent uses. Tha
rocn in the cember of LR houase wiild e swairwsy has Two
roons sast ol 1%, with cormer {irenlaces., To the wesi of
thisg main room was the rlant roci and the bask roowm dowae
stairg end the kiichsn., Bedroomg cn the seceond floor ere
apparenitly unchangod excent a back siairvay has been
moved., The zost wwseal festure in the nouse iz the Il
from the firgt {loor medin room. Thas fireplace is in
wesh wall., The fIte lends wack and oy ot an ang
second {loor west zoom; ia Walsg room it mma aleng the
wall in a gseriess of suvepg Lo the wegst ouber wall vhere the
chimmey iz, The lomz flue within the house thus halps %o
feat the plant rocm on %he first floor and the “Long Boom?
over it on the second flcor. In the nain recm on the
first flcor {wiih ihe stairwey inm i) is ang was a niche
for o tall casa c¢lock. The lLong Boocn ¢n the zecond floor
hag a small wall safe bullt inte the north weill. The woodw

 ta
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work, especially in ithe two rooms with the corner chimmeys
in the cast end of the first floor, seema $o be much earlisy
than the house *z;"el. but *?.nls is a cheragteristic of this

conservative county.

5. MNotes on alterations mnd edditions: The small observatory

that projected to ihe south from the Long Room on the gecond
floor was removed late in fhe nineteenth century. A back
stairway has been revoved from the west end of the house.
The pent eaves are replacements; poreches had been added

when the original pent eaves had robvted. A modern frame service

wing has beell added to the northwest by the present owner.

&. Importent old visws and references:

Views: William Darlingten: Megorials of John Bartram end
Yaps Fhiladelphia, Lindeay & Blakiston, 1849.

Facing page 31 (sscond series of numbering) is an engrav-
ing by Washington Towmsend of the house. Thig shows the
obgerveatory projecting from the second {flcor.

Water color in the Chesier Counily Historical Soclety,

. West Chester, Pa., aigned "P.5." It iz not daled, but another
with the same signeture is dated 1873.

The files of the Chester Cownby Historical Scciety
contaln meny other later plotographs. The most interesting
ig a stereoscopic vlew ahowing the south frowh with the
obgervatory. 7

 Befepenceg: Sources of information ell to be found in the

' Chester County Historical Societ;, West Chester, Pa., unless
~ otherwise noted.

- Iaui@ Conway Belden: Bumuhry Mavshall Amerdicen Cuakex
Rotanis Typed thesig in partial fulfiliment of the
requiremen*:—:s for the degroe of Master of Arts, University
of Delaware, Newark, Del. A copy 1s In the Chester County
Highorical Sceiedy.

Willianm Darlington: Memorials of Johr
Marshall , Phdladelphia, Lindsay & 31 mawoﬁ, 1849
Classified printed and maruseriplt files in the Chester
County Historical Soclety under headings: Wegl Bradford
Towaship.Lards; and Honphry Marshall.

4
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Higborical Zventa Commaeted with the Structiwre: dumphry Marghall

{1722-1801) was ihe son of Abrahsm Mershall, who came from
Gratton, Derbyshire, Ingland, to Chester cmmt:; in 1697 and in
1707 gettled in West Bradford Township and built a stone house,
gtill standing, vhere Hmphry was horn, Humhry Msrshall was
a cougin of John Besrirem, whose home ig 5t111 standing on the
Sehuylkill. He was a nason, a fanily irade as it were, With
1ittle formal schoolling, nevertheless, his interest in botany
was early sroused, perhaps by his cousin, Johm Bartram. He
£illed many public offices, was prominent In matters of Bradford
Friemds Meeiing; but his claim to fame is chiefly on hls
Arbagtim fmerdeoamen: or, the fmerican Grove, 'f:hz.cn was printed

|
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in 1785 by Josepn Orullshank in Fhiladelpnia., Ia 1788 a Frenc
edition was iszued. llarshall corresponded widely with th

ing natural scieniists In Americs =nd Zvrope and sxeleng b

as well as collecting specimens for collecitors. Ee was a friend
of Franklin, Poihergill, Joan Dickingsen and mawny others., Ie

wag & member of the Philadelphia Sociely for Promoling Agriculiure
and the American Phileosophical Society. IHis nepasw, Dr. lpsee
Marshall, shared his uncle's interests and the 1773 house was
1eft to Him when Humplvy Marshsell died without children. Remains
of the arboretun are still on the progerty.

c. Likelf,r Sources Yot Yeib Em*eétiga‘ced: tone Inown
D. Supplemental Material: Direct quwtationz from the following -
1. '"Daily Local Hews,”" Wegt Chegter, Pa., Movember 10, 1383:

"Thae Q1d Marshsll Mansiom.- Those who sre femiliar with the regi-~
dence of the late Humphrey Mershall, at Marshallicn, West Bradford
tomship, have been giruck by the truthful illusiration of the house
on the gale bills, recently posted, of the properiy. The wood cut of
the bouse was mads from & drawing of Hon. Washingbicn Tomsend, which
was skebched by Mr. Tovnmsend abt the request of the late Dr. Willilsm
Darlington. The cut was vsed in Dr. Darlingion's flemoriels of Jolm
Bartran and Hurphrey Mershall,' published in 1849. The exscutors of
Hunphvey Marshall, Messrs. Dobers Hoopes and (ecrge XMerch, made search

for the old cut st the publishing house of Lindley & Blakishton,

Fhiledelphia, where it wes found. A copper-plate was taken from the
wood oub and used in the sale bills.”

2. "Daily Iocal XNews," Yest Chester, Pa., November 11, 1880:

WTE QLD MARSHALL MANSIOH.- Those who are faniliar wish ihe residencs
of the late Humphrey Narshall =t larshallion, Yest Bradford towmghip,
have tesn struck by the truthfl illustraiion of the house on the
sale bills, recently posied, ol the property, which vill te =14 at
public gale on THIESDAY, MOV 1575 inst. The wood cus of ths house
was made from a drawing of Hom. Washinglion Townsend, which was
gketched by Mr. Townsend a2t the reguest of iha late I, ¥illiam .
Darlington., The out was ussed in Ir. Dmrlingtonts Mlemoirs of
gohn Jartram and Humparey Marsiiall,? published in 15479, Ths Adwdin-~
igirsiors of Humphrey Marshall, lesars, Robert Hoopes and (eorge
¥arch, made search for ihe cld cwubt abt the publiszhing houge of

indley & Blaxiston, Phila., whore it was found., A capper-plats
was taken from the wood cut and used in the sals 2ilis. Thls
property nust be seld the adminisirators beling desirous of cloging
up The affeira of the estate {or ihe benefiy of the helrz., It com-
zends iisell to all Decause of its desirability, snd no doubt thers
711l be many vidders.

“Conditions made known st sale, which will cormence at 2 o'elock
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“RCBERT F. HOOIES,
HGEQRGE MARCH.

Hing, E. McFarlan. fuc.® :
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3. "Dally Local Yews,' Jesh Chester, Pa., llovember 19, 18380:

"Sale of the Humphrey Llarsiiall Properiy.- Jobert F. Hoopes and
George Mareh, administrators ol the estate of Humphrey Marshell,
deceased, sold on Thursday, the following properties belonging to the
estate situated in West Bradford township. No. I, the homestead
property containing 30 1-2 seres, which included the Marshall mansion
and the noted botanlecal gardens, was sold to Roberit B. Lillsy, of .
Marshallton, for $3,350. Mo. 2, a tract of lsnd containing 85 acres
end 96 perches, north of the village of Marshalliom, to William G,
Embree, of that place, for $76.10 per scre., MNo. 3, a tract of meadow
land, containing 19 =meres and 105 perches, was purchased by Abram
Warshall for $88 per acre. James E. HcParlsn, auctionecr,"

4. "baily Local News,® West Chester, Pa., December 9, 1384:

"ind-mille,~ Robert Lilley, of West Bradford townshlp, iz erecting a
wind~mill on his property for the purpose of pummping water to supply
nis house, barm snd other buildings. The frame work of the wind-mill
will be 60 feet high, =0 that the sails or fzns can ba sbove the
-gurrounding trees. One of the men engaged in putting this one wp
states that they have fifteen more to erect ihis seagon. They ave
getiing 0 be very mmerous through the county; almost within sight

of Doe Run there sre no less than twelve of these wind-mills. Francis
VYoxrth, of East Bradford, hass the largest ome in this secilon, the wheel
of which is itwenty-two feet, while the most of others are only eight
and ten feet in diameter. M. Vorth findg hig very useful to him., He
not only puaps water with it but he shells corn, saws wood, as well as
does many other things aboul his place. He is pow putiing in s mild
for the purpose of grinding corm and coba, which will render it still
more useful to hin.™

Prepared by eyt Anderson - July 1953
Curator, Chester County Higiorical Sceilety

RCERATION

A. Gensral Stabepent: -
1. Architectural character: This esrly house (which dates
from 1773) retains much of the ariginal degign, both
on the exterior and the Interdor, of srchltectural
imporiance.
2, Condition of febric: Excellend
B. Technicsl Degeripiion of Zxterior:

1. Qversll dimensiona: Two-and-a-half stories; msin
tlock 28' by 51t. ;

2. Poumdationg: Stone




c.

D.

3»

e

Se.

1o

2.
Je
Le

HUMPHRY MARZHALL HQUSE
Page 5 HARS No. PA-203

Wall eonstruction: Masonry walls; stone which is
Wissahlckon gneiss and diabass and vein quarts,
n\.;: & i P : -~

Chlmneys: Opriginal

Upenings

- a, Doorways and doors: All doorways seem original.

b, Windows and shuttsrs: Window opendngs seem original
‘and agree with old views,

Roof

as Shape, covering: Steep pltech - acbestos shingles,

b. Cornice, eaves: Seem original; but originally the cornies

returned on the sides ¢f the housze,

¢. Dormers: HNone.

Teehnical Description of Interlors

Floor Planst Very wide center hall, the parlor, with two
rooms in each of the east and west ends of the house.
Inventory shows most of these rooms by name., Ixcept for
removal of a rear stairs, little change.

Stairways: Haln stairway, and had restorations,
Flooring: ostly original.

Wall and c¢eiling findsh:; Plaster = corner firsplaces have
panel over mantles,

S5« Doorways and doors: Hostly original,

6e Trim: lostly original.

7e Hardware: Mostly original, -
8. Lignting: Hodern electricity.

Q. Heating: Original fireplaces all remain,

Slte

1., General setiing and orientation: Set well back firom roube

2.

#162 with nothing to detract from 1t} house faces south,

Enclosures: None, ¥ater coler of the 1870's shows hedge
to the south of ths house,
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3. COutbulldingzs: o original ones lsft,
Lo Walks, driveways etc.t YNene,

L. Landscaping, gardens etc.: Parts of origlnal arbvoretun
remain, Well planted lawns.,

Prephred by Bart Anderson - July 1958
vurator, Chester County Historical Zoclety




